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Words from the Pastor

Happy New Year, Friends,

This new year, like so many others, will be a time
of sadness and joy as we remember those we have lost
this last year, and look forward to the potential the new|
year brings. Thankfully, God will carry each one of us
through all of these moments of life. That is the promise
God has made to us. The challenge for us is to know
God’s presence with us. Sometimes God is present in
the simplest of moments; in the kindness of a stranger,
a call from a friend, or even a word on a page.

As we experience this season of Epiphany, we have
the opportunity to focus our attention on opening our
hearts and our eyes to see these God moments when
they come. The Epiphany star word is one way you can
practice looking for God in unexpected ways. Pick up a
star on the counter in the narthex and make this word
your star word for 2026. Keep the star where you can
see it. Take some time to imagine what God may be
teaching you through this word this year. | remember
the year that my star word was discernment. It just so
happened | was in the process of interviewing for a new
pastoral position. Discernment was a very important word
for me that year. It reminded me to pause and pray as
| considered what God was calling me to. Star words
have become God moments for me. | pray that the same
is true for you.

Ann Weems was a beloved writer and poet, and a
Presbyterian, who blessed us with many beautiful poems
to help us reflect on our faith. Her poem, “Star Giving”
is a wonderful way to enter into your season of Epiphany
and to reflect with your star word. Enjoy!

Star Giving
What I'd really like to give you for Christmas is a star...
Brilliant in a package, something you could keep in the
pocket of your jeans
or in the pocket of your being.

Something to take out in times of darkness,
something that would never snuff out nor tarnish,
something you could hold in your hand,
something for wonderment,
something for pondering, (Continued)
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(Continued)

something for pondering,
something that would remind you of what Christmas has
always meant:
God’s Advent Light into the darkness of this world.
But stars are only God’s for giving,
and | must be content to give you words and wishes
and
packages without stars.
But | can wish you life as radiant as the Star
that announced the Christ Child’s coming,
and as filled with awe as the shepherds who stood
beneath its light.
And | can pass on to you the love that has been given
me,
Ignited countless times by others who have knelt in
Bethlehem’s light.
Perhaps, if you ask, God will give you a star.
By Ann Weems, Kneeling in Bethlehem

Rev. Sue

The Annual Congregational Meeting will follow
worship on January 18. All committee, financial, and
mission partner reports are due to Rev. Sue by January

11.

ANNUAL
s

NO January Crafters Night!

We are taking a break this month and will
reconvene next month!

Send your offering or make a
donation to one of our
ministries online by using the
QR code to the left. Hover
your camera over the code,
then click on the eservice link
on your screen.
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THE BIBLE
WITH AND
WITHOUT

MARC ZVI| BRETTLER

Wednesday Wonderings to Begin
a New Study Book

January 14, at 11:30 a.m.

Beginning January 14, the Wednesday Wondering book group will begin
a new study. We will be reading, “The Bible with and without Jesus” by
Amy-Jill Levine and Marc Zvi Brettler. This book explores how Jews and
Christians interpret the same Biblical texts differently, revealing the
beauty and power of Scripture and its ongoing significance for all
listeners. The authors will take us on a guided tour of numerous Hebrew
Bible stories referenced in the New Testament.

The study book AND a participant’s guide will be on the counter in the
narthex. We have ordered enough for current participants. If you are
new to the group, please contact Rev. Sue and she will get you a copy
of each book. Suggested donation $15. We will begin this new study
on Wednesday, January 14, at 11:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Bring a
lunch and enjoy great conversation.

Valentines Ministry Celebration Luncheon

January 18 after Worship

Not only will we have Communion and

We are once again collecting our Annual Meeting on January 18, we
Valentine's for the nursing home are also going to install our new elders

and the children's hospital. Bags
are waiting on the pew in the

and deacons during the worship service.
Following the Annual Meeting we will
enjoy a delicious luncheon to celebrate

narthex to receive your greetings! the Christmas dinner we missed. Sign up
Thanks to Mabel for organizing in the narthex to let us know how many

this wonderful way to reach out to expect and what dish you can bring to

share.

to others in our community!
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December Birthday Celebrations

The congregation gathered in the fellowship hall after worship on December 21 to enjoy a delicious

treat and wish our friends a happy birthday. Hope everyone had a happy birthday! We will
celebrate January birthdays on Sunday, January 18 after worship in conjunction with the celebration
luncheon. Thanks to Mabel Bond for offering to bake a cake to celebrate our monthly birthdays after
worship!

January Birthdays
1/3- Alice Pearson
1/6-Corrine Richmer
1/12- Benjamin Hoffman
1/13-Gary Davis
1/15-Kate Trigger Duffert
1/17-Joyce Spurgeon
1/21- David Booth
1/27-Rosemary Sherrod
1/29- Amy Crosser

It was an eventful Advent Season starting with the Hanging of
the Greens service and Advent Fair on November Several
families participated in the lighting of the Advent wreath
throughout the season. Christmas Eve Service began at 5:00
with special musical selections before the service began.
Thanks to Susan Utz, the Mount Tabor Choir, and special
music soloist- Rev. Sue Trigger, Kate Trigger Duffert, Charlie
Trigger, Laura and Lewis Lenkey, and Allison Crosser.
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In Memorium

Betty Jo (B.J.) was a longtime member of Mount Tabor Presbyterian
Church where she dearly loved her church family and shared her faith
through music, service, and a perfectly timed comment. She was best

known for her beautiful singing voice- she sang soprano, alto, and

occasionally tenor, refusing to be confined to a single vocal line. B.J. was
a long time member of the church choir and will fondly be remembered
Betty Jo (B.J.) Brandt for her humor and her coffee spills during rehearsals. She devoted many
March 20, 1952- hours to cooking for the soup kitchen, serving others with kindness and
December 30, 2025 consistency. She had a gift for stepping in where help was needed and
she was the epitome of showing your faith through actions. She will be
greatly missed.

Updates from Session

The session met on Monday, December 8 and discussed the following items:
e Andy Traister submitted November 2025 Profit and Loss Statements.
e Rev. Sue Trigger reported that the Presbytery of Ohio Valley Assembly met via Zoom on
November 20, 2025. She reported that new committee members and new pastors were
approved at the meeting.

e Rob Crosser, Tom McCarty, and Judy Vanhoff met on 12/1/25 at 5:30 p.m. to review the
MTPC membership rolls. They recommended that Rev. Trigger send letters to some members
about their membership status and depending on their responses might be removed from the

membership rolls.
e The committee set the Officer Installation Date for January 18.
e There was a discussion about the 2026 Visioning Day (Officer's Retreat). It is scheduled for
February 21 from 10:00a.m. to 12:00p.m, and lunch supplies will be provided for attendees to
make their own sandwiches.
e It was decided the Bi-Annual Congregational Meeting will be on January 18 following worship.
The deadline for committee chairs to submit annual reports is January 11.
e Paul Todd gave an oral report on behalf of the Building & Grounds Committee about the
status of replacing the roof that was damaged by hail.
e Judy VanHoff reported for the Deacons that they sold food at the Craft Fair and oversaw the
Advent Fair Goodie bags for Homebound members.
e The Christmas dinner was scheduled for December 14 (but was later postponed until January
due to weather).
e Tom McCarty presented a 2026 Communion Schedule on behalf of the Faith Formation
Committee.
e Elise Klink reported on behalf of the Mission Committee that the Hope Southern Indiana
Christmas Food Baskets would be prepared after worship on December 14.
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Community Partners News

God continues to bless us and provide people to use our lower level in new and exciting ways!
Beginning in December, Pastor Joseph Quiles (pronounced “key-less”) from Unity Church began leading
worship services in our Community Room. They are trying to sell their current church because it has
excessive water damage and the multiple church floors are not easily accessible for their older
congregants.They anticipate using our Community Room temporarily until they can either find a new
church to purchase or build one. Their congregation consists of about 30 people. They are multi-
cultural which aligns with what we have wished for and they are very mission driven. They will use our
Community Room every Saturday from 10:30 - 1:00 pm with the exception of the first Saturday when
they go out in the community to do mission work. One of their partners is “Dare to Care”, with whom
they help to provide food for Clarksville and Charlestown food pantries.

On another note, Savannah Smiles has been very busy as you can see from these
photos. They received donations of Christmas gifts that went to 73 children in our community whom
otherwise would not have received presents. They took it upon themselves to wrap each gift as they felt
that would make the children happier. Please see the image below of Santa. Thanks to Charlie Trigger
for “rocking out” Santa this year for Savannah Smiles’ Christmas celebration. He received rave reviews
and it was super nice that he volunteered his talents and time to bring many smiles to these children.

Let Us Learn and Savannah Smiles teamed up to fill some shelves in meeting room #2 with
food as it had become empty. A volunteer from the community (shown in picture) immediately jumped to
the task

Use it Again has also been very active, continuing to receive donations, and providing over
200 pieces of equipment to over 100 people in 2025.

Interest continues from the community for using our Community Room for events as an example, a baby
shower plannedf for this month. Also any one is welcome to attend an event being held in our
Community Room on February 10th. This event is sponsored by RSVP and a really great and important
topic for all of us to know. Check out the attached invite on the next page for details.

We look forward to seeing what God has in store for us in 2026. Stay tuned!

Joyfully Submitted,
Carol on behalf of the Foundation Committee (Sherry Baldwin, Dave Powell, Judy & Paul Todd)
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KENTUCKIANA
STROKE ASSOCIATION

Join US FOR A STROKE PREVENTION SESSION
FEBRUARY 10TH ® 10:30 A.M.
MT. TABOR PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,
918 MT. TABOR RD., NEW ALBANY

KENTUCKIANA STROKE ASSOCIATION IS
DEDICATED TO THE PREVENTION OF STROKE
THROUGH EDUCATION & AWARENESS

2 — 3 2 — 3

PILLARS OF SERVICE

TEACH PREVENTION PROVIDE HOPE & .o o ypPORT
CONNECTION

PLEASE MAKE A RESERVATION BY EMAILING

LLINDLEY@HOPESI.ORG OR CALL 812-206-1800



