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Words from the Pastor 

   THE PERFECT GIFT 

 

When Jesus was born 

among us, he came as a 

helpless baby destined 

to bring joy, peace and 

salvation to his people. 

This child, God’s Word 

made flesh — fully 

human and fully God — 

became one of us. One 

with us. One among us. 

In all of our 

vulnerabilities, struggles 

and triumphs, Jesus 

became one of us —

leading us, knowing us, connecting us to himself and to 

each other, and offering us his gift of eternal life. The 

perfect gift.  

 

Through the Christmas Joy Offering, we reflect God’s 

perfect gift to us, with generous support of church leaders 

among us — past, present and future — who have pointed 

us to God. We honor and celebrate leaders like retired 

pastors, church workers and their families who have 

faithfully guided and led us but who now find themselves 

in critical financial need. We honor and celebrate 

emerging leaders like students in schools and colleges 

equipping communities of color, who develop leadership 

skills as they pursue their education and prepare to bring 

their gifts in service to the world God loves so much. 

 

 Jesus’ example as a child born to be among us and 

lead us to eternal life provides a pattern for us to follow 

as we celebrate those who have led us in the past and 

will lead us into the future. Through the Christmas Joy 

Offering, we come together to support past, present and 

future leaders, embodying God’s perfect gift to us, Jesus 

Christ.   

 

   

 

 
Services every Sunday morning at  

10:00 
 

Mt Tabor Staff  
Rev. Sue Trigger (Pastor) Email: 
revtrigger@hotmail.com  
 

Office Phone:  

812-944-7858  
 

Cell Phone:  

973-970-5752 
 

Susan Utz (Director of Music) Email:  
sutz123@twc.com  

 

Cell Phone:  

502-396-2628  

Church Officers  
Rev. Sue Trigger Moderator  

 
Rob Crosser (2025) Clerk of Session  

 

Barbara Best (2026) chair, Fellowship Committee 

 

Carol Traister (2027) chair, Foundation Committee 

 

Lester Best (2027) chair, Building and Grounds 

 

Elise Klink (2025) chair, Mission Committee 

 

Judy VanHoff (2026) chair, Care Committee  

 

Tom McCarty (2025) Chair, Faith Formation 

 

Mary Lynn Spalding (2027) chair, Stewardship  

  

Ellie Brown- (2026)- Care and Mission Committee 

Andy Traister, Treasurer 

Mary Lynn Spalding, President of the Corporation 
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We will begin our Advent Study Sunday November 

30 after worship.  Our study will follow the weekly Advent 

themes of Be Present, Send Peace, Share Joy and Wrap 

in Love.  We will dig deeper into Scripture readings of the 

season that connect with the theme of the day.   

 

There is no study book for this series, just come and 

enjoy! 
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We will receive the Christmas Joy Offering on Sunday, 

December 21 during worship.  Your donation will be greatly 

appreciated. 

 

May comfort and joy be yours! 

Rev. Sue 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
December 1- Building and 

Grounds (Cancelled) 

 

December 7- Advent Study 
Group-(Fellowship Hall) 

 

December 8- Session 
Meeting- 6:30 p.m.(New 

Officers Invited)  

 
December 11- Senior 

Lunch -11:45 a.m. 

 

December 14- Angel Tree 
Gifts Due Back at Church  

 

December 14-Advent Study 
Group (Fellowship Hall) 

 

December 14- Christmas 
Dinner- 5:00 p.m.  

 

December 15- Faith 

Formation -6:30 p.m.  

 

December 18- Crafter’s 

Night-6:00 p.m. 
 

December 21-Advent Study 

Group (Fellowship Hall) 
 

December 21-December 

Birthdays After Worship 
 

December 24-Christmas 

Eve Candlelight, Carols, 

and Communion Service 
 

LOOK AHEAD 

December 26-January 10 
Rev. Sue will be taking two 

weeks’ vacation 

 
January 25-Annual Reports 

to Rev. Sue 

 

January 27-Congregational 
Meeting 
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Send your offering or make a 

donation to one of our 

ministries online by using the 

QR code to the left.  Hover 

your camera over the code, 

then click on the eservice link 

on your screen.  

 

Advent Sunday Study  
November 30, December 7, 14, 21 

 

We will begin our Advent 

Study Sunday November 30 after 

worship.  Our study will follow the 

weekly Advent themes of Be 

Present, Send Peace, Share Joy 

and Wrap in Love.  We will dig 

deeper into Scripture readings of 

the season that connect with the 

theme of the day.   

 

There is no study book for this 

series, just come and enjoy! 
 

 
 

 Few worship services can compare to the beauty of the 
Christmas Eve service.  Bring your family and friends as we 
celebrate the birth of our savior in story, song, candle lighting, 
and the Sacrament of Communion.   

 
Special music will begin before the service.  Arrive 15 minutes 
early and enjoy! 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight, 
Carols, 

 and Communion Service 
December 24, 5 p.m.  
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  You can pick up a devotional from 

the counter in the narthex.  Our daily devotions 

for Advent were written by Tim Wesemann and 

highlight that we as the family of God are called 

to celebrate the coming birth of our Savior 

together. Each week will focus on a different 

activity to put on our “to-do list” that is focused 

on giving to others and spreading the Good News 

instead of on materialism. Weekly themes for the 

reflections will align with the worship themes 

of:  Be Present, Send Peace, Share Joy, Wrap in 

Love. 

 

 

Be Sure to Pick Up 

an Advent 

Devotional 

 

Wednesday Wonderings  
To Begin a New Study Book 

January 14, at 11:30 a.m. 

Beginning January 14, the Wednesday Wondering book group will begin a new 

study.  We will be reading, “The Bible with and without Jesus” by Amy-Jill Levine 

and Marc Zvi Brettler.  This book explores how Jews and Christians interpret the 

same Biblical texts differently, revealing the beauty and power of Scripture and its 

ongoing significance for all listeners.  The authors will take us on a guided tour of 

numerous Hebrew Bible stories referenced in the New Testament. 

If you are new to the group, please contact Rev. Sue and she will get you a copy 

of the book.  Suggested donation $15.  We will begin a new study on Wednesday, 

January 14, at 11:30 a.m. at BJ Brandt’s home.  

 

Come to Senior Lunch!

                          
                          December 11, 11:45 a.m. 

All are welcome!  
Contact Kathy Anderson for details. 

 

                       

Join us as we create hats, scarves, mittens and more 

for the children of New Albany who need them.  Rev. 

Sue has a selection of hat patterns available.  Or, 

bring another project you can transport.  If you would 

like to learn to knit or crochet, or if you want to hang 

out with friends; come to our crafter’s night on 

December 18, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 

There are no limits to the kinds of crafts you can 

bring.  All are encouraged to bring a holiday snack 

and make it a party!  Please RSVP to Rev. Sue to let 

her know you are going to attend.  

 

Fellowship, Fun, and 

Creative Art               

Thursday, December 18 

6:00p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 

 

 

 

                    

                   

                    

            

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be held Sunday, January 25 

immediately following worship to receive the reports of the Session, committees, 

staff, and corporation. 

 

Christmas Dinner 

December 14, 5:00 p.m. 

Don’t forget to sign up on the clipboard in the 

Narthex so the Fellowship Committee can make sure 

there is enough food.  Bring a side dish and come 

celebrate the holidays with your church family! 
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 The congregation gathered in the fellowship hall after worship on November 9 to enjoy a delicious 

treat and wish our friends a happy birthday. Hope everyone had a happy birthday!  We will 

celebrate December birthdays on Sunday, December 21 after worship.  Thanks to Mabel Bond for 

offering to bake a cake to celebrate our monthly birthdays after worship!   

\            

November Birthday Celebrations  

December Birthdays 

J.R. Hoffman 12/14 

Adam Spalding 12/20 

Lavonne McCarty 12/21 

 

 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           
 

 

 

 

 

Members gathered with our church family and friends on November 16 at 5:30 p.m. to 

celebrate and remember all our blessings throughout the year. The meal consisted of 

ham/turkey, mashed potatoes/gravy, and green beans. Those in attendance wrote blessings on 

leaves for a wooden tree decoration.  Mabel Bond presented Susan Utz and Rev. Sue Trigger 

with centerpieces on behalf of the church.  Thanks to the members of the Fellowship 

Committee for their hard work and a successful event!  

 

Thanksgiving Dinner 

Congregational Meeting-Elections 

A congregational meeting occurred after worship on November 16 after worship for 

the purpose of electing Ruling Elders and Deacons with terms beginning January 

2026.  Tom McCarty presented the slate of nominations on behalf of the Nominating 

Committee.  There were three new elders that were presented and approved for a 

three year term for 2026-2028: Rob Crosser, Elise Klink and Paul Todd.  Two new 

nominations were presented and approved for the next year for a one-year term to 

Deacons- Dodi Lacey and Rosemary Sherrod.  Also the congregation voted to 

reinstall the current members of Deacons for another one-year term.  Mabel Bond, 

Barbara Best, Ellie Brown, Kathy Anderson and Judy VanHoff were all voted for 

another one-year term by the congregation.  Thanks to the work of the nominating 

committee and all those who have agreed to serve!  
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Mt. Tabor Presbyterian Holiday 

Craft Fair 

The second annual Mt. Tabor Presbyterian 

Craft Fair was held on Saturday, November 15 

from 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.  This year over 

20 vendors participated!  Both the community 

space downstairs and the fellowship hall 

upstairs were utilized.  Many of the vendors 

were members of the church but several 

community members and friends also had 

booths.  The deacons led by Kathy Anderson 

helped organize a bake sale and concessions 

for customers.  This is a big money maker for 

our church and over a $1,000 was raised to 

help support activities in the life of the 

church.  It is also a great way to show off 

our great community space and invite the 

community into our church to see all the 

great things we have going on!  Thanks to all 

who helped plan, organize, advertise, ect!  A 

BIG thanks especially to Joyce Spurgeon and 

Mabel Bond who helped to organize the 

event!  It was a very successful day! 
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GOD WINKS! I stole this saying from Bonnie Wright during the craft fair.  The first image looks like it 

could very well be a “God Wink.” This occurred while Savannah Smiles and Mt. Tabor church were 

giving thanks during our simultaneous dinner celebrations.  Savannah Smiles served meals to over 100 

people.  It was lovely to see our kids playing together on the “tire swing” and kids enjoying the great 

weather while shooting some hoops. 

 

Things are shaping up so nicely downstairs.  Use it Again continues to grow and has spent a lot of 

time lately organizing their equipment and placing them on new racks.  We see synergy with Use it 

Again and Savannah Smiles as SS has been able to provide some nice leads for their equipment.  

 

Let Us Learn and Savannah Smiles will be doing a joint Christmas cookie making workshop with both 

sets of their kids together in December, utilizing our kitchen and community room. 

 

Watch out for more God Winks! 

Carol Traister 

 

Advent Fair 
An Advent Fair took place after worship on November 23 in Fellowship Hall to prepare for the season.  There 

were several table activities for each weekly theme of Advent: Be Present, Send Peace, Share Joy, and Wrap in 

Love.  There were four tables with activities.  The first table had a big advent poster for members to color.  At 

another table members could help decorate and fill bags for homebound members. The third table members 

could make an angel out of an old hymnal.  The last table members could make a card for someone you love!    

Rev. Sue provided donuts and juice for refreshment and sign ups for lighting of the Advent wreath took place. 
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Poinsettia Contribution Form 

Your $10 donation will help cover the cost of our 

beautiful poinsettias this year.  We will be ordering 

a limited number of plants; however, we will 

remember those whom you submit. If you wish to 

take your plant after the holidays, please contact 

Judy VanHoff.  Please remember we want the plants 

to remain in the Sanctuary through Christmas Eve.  

Place your form in the offering box, mail or email 

the information to the church office.  Thank you! 

 In honor of or in memory of:  

(Please circle the correct one above) 

 

_________________________________________________ 

Donated by: 

_______________________________________ 

 

                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                         

Updates from Session 
The session met on Monday, November 10 and discussed the following items:  

• Les Best reported on behalf of the Building and Grounds Committee that they continue to 

still look at estimates for the repair of the hail damage to the roof.  The committee will 

also be reviewing the fire suppression system. 

• Carol Traister reported on behalf of the Foundation Committee that there was no meeting 

yet but the committee received a Thank You letter from Savannah Smiles thanking the 

church for their continued support.   

• Judy VanHoff reported for the Deacons that Ellie Brown now has the box for the card 

ministry for the next two months.  The committee continued to plan for food to be sold 

at the MTPC craft fair. Deacons also helped plan for goody bags to be made at the 

advent fair for homebound members.   

• Barbara Best reported on behalf of the Fellowship Committee that they were preparing for 

the Thanksgiving Dinner.   

• Rev. Sue reported that she applied for and obtained an Emergency Food Assistance Grant 

for $2,500 to support the Little Food Pantry.     

• Rob Crosser on behalf of the Stewardship Committee presented the proposed 2026 

budget and it was approved by the session. 

  

 

 

Holiday Mission Activites 

The Mission Committee is helping to lead several 

service activities to help those in our community and 

beyond this holiday season!  They are again 

collecting food items for holiday food baskets. 

Christmas Basket slips were set out on November 23 

and items are due back on December 14.  They will 

be sorted on their due back date, and Judy VanHoff 

will deliver them to Hope Southern Indiana on 

Monday after collection.  We will provide food 

baskets for 12 families.  (6 families of 1-3; 6 families 

of 4 or more) 

The church is also participating in providing gifts for 

the Angel Tree through the Salvation Army again this 

year.  If you signed up for an Angel the gifts are 

due back to the church before December 14.   

The church is still collecting hats, gloves, and 

scarves to help area children keep warm this winter!  

There are lots of ways you spread cheer this holiday 

season! 

 

 


